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National Park Seminary Gymnasium 
Historic Building Assessment and Analysis &  

Façade Restoration Scope Development 

  

  
The complex was originally started with construction of Ye Forest Inne, as a summer retreat for residents of Washington DC in 
1887.  Financially the resort did not succeed and was sold and redeveloped as National Park Seminary, later renamed National 
Park College, a private finishing school for girls, opening in 1894.  The campus architecture was an eclectic combination 
including Victorian, a Japanese pagoda, a windmill, an English castle and many others, inspired by the 1893 Columbia Exposition 
in Chicago.  The school flourished and extensive renovations were made as well as new constriction of a theatre, gymnasium, 
heated pool, bowling alley and solarium.  With the beginning of World War II, the US Army took over the campus as the Walter 
Reed Forest Glen Annex, for recovering soldiers.  The Army abandoned the property in the 1970s.  The property fell into severe 
disrepair due to a lack of maintenance.  In 1972 the property was listed as a national historic district on the National Register of 
Historic Places.  The property includes historic apartments and new townhomes and is located in Forest Glen, Maryland. 
 
Challenge: Davidson & Associates was commissioned to determine the feasibility of preserving and or restoring areas 

of the exterior building façade to satisfying the requirements of the Maryland Historic Trust. 
Project Description: Davidson & Associates performed facade condition assessment of the Gymnasium building in order to 

determine the feasibility of preserving the original stucco façade.  D&A developed repair and restoration 
scope development for preservation of the stucco and restoration of the original façade.   

Services performed:  Historic Building Assessment and Analysis, Façade Restoration Scope Development 
Product Type:   Historic restoration, adaptive re-use of 100-year plus buildings for apartments. 
Client:   Forest Glen Condo, LLC / The Alexander Co. Contractor:   Struever Bros. Eccles & Rouse 
Duration:   2006 – In Progress  Architect: The Alexander Company 


